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19th January 2022 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Thank you for your support with the return to this term. We are delighted to have our students back. I wanted to 

share a few updates with you. 

Lateral Flow Testing: 

The government’s guidance regarding Lateral Flow Testing changed from this week to a shorter isolation period. The 

new guidance means that if your child tests positive on a LFT device they can test on the fifth morning of isolation. If 

the test is negative, they should retest the next morning and if negative can return to school that day.   

Face Coverings: 

As of tomorrow (Thursday 20th January) the DfE have announced that students will no longer have to wear face 

coverings in lessons. They will still be required to wear them when moving around the building. 

Vaccinations: 

I have also recently been advised that children aged between 12-15 will be offered another opportunity to receive a 

Covid vaccination. This will be either a first or second dose. This process is led by the NHS School Aged Immunisation 

Service. You will receive communication from them about how to give consent should you wish your child to receive 

this vaccination. 

Parent Teacher Community 

We are seeking enthusiastic parents to join our Parent Teacher Community to ensure that your voice is heard in 

continuing our drive to be the best school possible for your children. There are a number of benefits for you and 

your child by taking a greater interest in how the academy is run and makes decisions.  Research suggests that 

children who have parents actively engaged with school achieve higher results and are generally happier and parents 

feel more informed and able to support their children with their studies.  The obvious benefit is that you will be 

better connected, you will meet with other parents and teachers and help shape ideas to make Morton Academy a 

great school community for all.  We would like to have representation of parents with different skill sets, 

experiences and views on education. 

If you are interested please contact andrew.harding@rrma.org.uk. 

Wigton Road: 

You will have noticed that there are roadworks between the academy and the bypass. We are expecting this to 

continue for a while. We have been advised that there are plans to move the traffic light crossing further along 

Wigton Road towards the west in the next few days. We will be monitoring this to ensure safety but please do speak 

to your children about the safe crossing of Wigton Road if needed. 
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Free School Meals: 

Following the pandemic, it may be that your circumstances have changed, and your child may be eligible for Free 

School Meals. The application process for this funding for your child can be found following this link: 

https://cumbria.gov.uk/childrensservices/schoolsandlearning/freeschoolmeals.asp 

If you require support making an application for Free School Meals, please do get in touch with  

Claire.Allen@rrma.org.uk who will be happy to support.  If your child is eligible for Free School Meals funding your 

child will receive the subsidy for their lunch every day.  Alongside this the academy can access extra funding to 

support your child’s education.  

Non-Uniform Day – Thursday 27th January 

Many of our students and families have been affected by bereavement over the last 2 years. One of the 

organisations that have provided support for several of our children is Samaritans. I have been asked by students if 

we can have a non-uniform day on Thursday 27th January to raise money for this charity. Therefore, I would ask that 

students who choose to come to school on that day in non-uniform bring £1 to contribute to our collection. Thank 

you in advance. 

Final INSET Day  

A reminder that the academy is closed to students for the final INSET Day of the academic year on Friday 28th 

January.  

Uniform: 

All students should be in the correct uniform every day. Jewellery, piercings, and false nails should not be worn to 

school.  Please refer to the academy website for further information. 

Internet Safety:  

Apps and platforms for students to access are wide and varied and as we are a National Online Safety school we aim 

to share as much information with parents and carers as possible to keep young people safe online.  We have 

recently been informed of an App called Omegle, which allows young people to be paired up with anonymous users, 

the App is mainly for over 18s but does allow children from 13+ with parental permissions. We would recommend 

that if you have any worries or concerns that your child may be accessing anything unsuitable that parental controls 

are in place to safeguard from any potential problems. Having regular checks of your child’s phone can be a quick 

and easy way to resolve issues before they happen. 

Safeguarding Message  

This year we are asking students to consider what our core value of respect means.  Our aim is to support children in 

understanding how language and behaviours impact upon their relationships with their peers and our wider 

community.  Our student surveys show that 94% of children feel safe at school and know who to contact if they had 

any worries. But we must always be vigilant. Our community believes everyone is equal and there is no place for 

racist, sexualised or misogynistic language. We would really appreciate your support with these messages so we can 

ensure our local area is a welcome place for all. 
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I would also like to direct you to the safeguarding section on the Morton Academy website which now holds links 

and support for parents, carers and students if you need support or advice from external agencies.  We also have our 

anonymous reporting form available on the website which is just one way in which concerns can be shared with us. 

This form is checked regularly but if you have immediate concerns that a child is at risk of harm then you can contact 

the police on 999 or report to the Safeguarding Hub on 0333 247 1727. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Richard McGuire 
Executive Principal 

 


